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CITY OF OPP, ALABAMA :417^ M LENS. SR .. MAYOR

Ot 11, CITY CLIR R

On behalf of the citizens of Opp, it is with sincere pleasure that I welcome

you to the 25th Anniversary Celebration of the Rattlesnake Rodeo . We share

with the Opp Jaycees a great enthusiasm for this annual event .

The Opp Jaycees work very hard to make this event possible, and I extend to
them my sincere thanks . It takes dedicated people like these to make an
event such as this successful .

The city of Opp is fortunate to have some of the friendliest people in the

country, therefore I know that your visit with us will be enjoyable . If

those of us at City Hall can be of assistance to any of you, please let u s

know .
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The Opp Jaycees
Welcome You
To Opp, Alabam a

We, the Opp Jaycees, would like to express our appreciation to the opo Merchants Association
The Opp Chamber of Commerce, The City of Opp and the Covington County Commission without
their help the Annual Rattlesnake Rodeo would not be possible .

Each year the Rodeo grows to be a larger event . Without the help of all our present and past
Jaycees and their wives, we would never have grown to this capaclth On our silver annlversarv a

heart warm thanks to each of you . We love each of you .

Each year the Opp Jaycees produce the Rattlesnake Rodeo with many purposes in mina

those being, to raise money for underprivileged children, to develop community relations to help

young people with Scholarship assistance in their quest for higher education and to develop VCLIn g

men into future leaders . One hundred precent of our proceeds go for these things you cur visitors
to the 'Rattlesnake Rodeo make this possible . we, the Opp Jaycees thank you Welcome to the
greatest "Rattlesnake Rodeo of all .

The
City Of
Opp-Ortunity

Opp is a progressive city and has earned the title, The City Of Opportunity . it is located in
Southeast Alabama on gently rolling land ideally suited for industrial and agricultural development .

Her people are proud of the dedication and hard work that has built Opp from a small . dusty
town in the early 1900 s to a hallmark of pride and development that marks the city toda y

The elevation of the City is 326 feet and a warm gulf breeze helps maintain a Comfortable all
year temperature . Snow and ice are seldom on the ground and the city s moderate is con
dicive to comfortable, economic living .

Opp has much to offer those living in this area from modern shopping centers to a splendid
array of recreational activities and facilities .

industrially, the city has made great strides - In the 1960 s a 67 acre site was purchased for in-
dustrial development. Since then, industrial growth has made it necessary for the location of a se-
cond industrial park of 80 acres . Both parks are well located adjacent to a four lane highway and the
LEN Railroad .

An abundance of electricity and water combine with a large labor force in making these parks
an attractive place for industrial growt h

Industrial financing is available through the Wallace Act and the Cater Act of The State of
Alabama . In addition to this, government S.B .A Loans may be served through local industrial board s
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The Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnak e

To the people of Opp and surrounding area, when someone says rattlesnake, they usually mean the
'Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake' . Although this is the most common rattlesnake in this area, there are

39 different species and 70 subspecies, all of which are found only in the Western Hemisphere . In order to
identify the rattlesnake that is the subject of the Opp Jaycee Rattlesnake Rodeo, we must get right down to
specific scientific description : Crotalus adamanteus .Our rattlesnake is of the family Crotatidae, or pit viper,
named for the pit shaped sense organs located in the head . It is of the genus Crotalus and the species
adamanteus .

Now that you have met our subject by his proper name, we will call him rattlesnake again and tell you a
few things about him . The rattlesnake is basically a creature of the lower coastal plain, commonly found in
the coastal lowlands of the southeastern United States . The Alabama distribution is generally distributed
and locally common in the lower coastal plain . The local habitat consists of the relatively dry pine and scrub
oak flats and rolling sand hills common to south east Alabama . Abandoned farm land and other typical
areas holding a population of small rodents such as rabbit and squirrel along with field mice and rats pro-
vide the best area to find a sizable population of diamondback rattlesnakes .

The eastern diamondback rattlesnake gives birth during late summer and early fall . The liveborn litters

will range in number from twelve to fifteen and the newborn rattler will be about twelve inches long at birth .
The newborn rattler is fully equipped with both fangs and venom at the time of its birth . The venom is the

same as the adult snake carries and is not stronger to compensate for the size of the snake as is commonly

believed . A young rattler will show more willingness to strike . than an adult . It is only his shorter fangs and

smaller supply of venom that makes him less dangerous than an adult . but his volatile temperment helps

him compensate for his lack of size . The young are born with a thick layer of fat and can survive for several

months w,thout food . But they usually begin hunting immediately, feeding on small lizards . mice and other

small animal s

Information on the growth rate of the rattlesnake is generally unreliable . since snakes in the wild are dif-

ficult to observe and those in captivity do not grow as they would under natural conditions . However, it has

been determined that the diamondback rattlesnake in this area will shed their skins from three to four times

a year and increase their length by about one foot . The growth rate of one foot a year will continue until the

snake reaches about six feet in length which is considered to be a usual maximum . However, specimens of

over seven feet have been turned in at the Opp Jaycee Rattlesnake Rodeo and we continue to receive

reports of even larger rattlers being killed : such reports have never been confirmed by the Opp Jaycees .

Each year we receive reports of rattlesnakes that have been weighed at thirty or forty pounds . although none

ever approaching that size have ever been produced, either dead or alive, for confirmation of weight by the

Opp Jaycees during the past 25 years. The average weight of the rattlers turned in at our rodeo has been in

the range of seven pounds . The largest, that is the heaviest rattler ever turned in to the Opp Jaycees was 13

pounds 8 ounces.

The rattlesnake's most famous identifying characteristic . his rattle or rattle string, is simply a connected

series of hollow dry lobes, one being produced each time the snake sheds his skin, which give off a buzzing

sound when the tail is rapidly vibrated . The rattle seems to be primarily a warning mechanism . Sounded as a

defensive gesture or in nervousness. But it is a reliable warning for persons in rattler country . Other snakes

also vibrate their tails in similar fashion and circumstance and may be mistaken as rattlesnakes by the

unobservant person . The rattles have no relationship to the age of the snake . The rattlesnake gets a new ra t

(Continued to Page 4 )
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tle each time the skin is shed and as has been mentioned before the rattler in this area will spec three to

tour times a year on the average . The rattles are brittle and easily torn off after the string of rattles reaches

any extra long length .

Like all reptiles . the rattlesnake is a cold blooded reptile . that is he has no internal mechanism for ad .

lusting his temperature . To raise his temperature . he must crawl to warmer surroundings . Therefore much of

his activity is influenced by the ambient temperature of the air and ground, the intensity of sunlight . winds,

humidity, etc . Below about fifty degrees the rattlesnake becomes sluggish . although he will still strike and

move about. He can survive freezing temperatures in sheltered areas and has been known to have been

frozen solid and then gradually thawed, with no outward signs of permanent damage .

The rattlesnake is a generally inactive creature . He usually mates once a year and he needs relatively lit .

tie food . So much of his time is spent resting . But he is a remarkably efficient mechanism when he becomes

active . His eyesight is relatively dull, but is particularly suited to identifying movement And although its

range seems to be limited to about fifteen or twenty feet . it can detect small movements within that

range . He has no ears, but he is very sensitive to vibrations . Footsteps. movements of brush or objects strik .

ing the ground are readily detected . Snakes in captivity have been known to be able to detect footsteps on

concrete or sand from as far away as twenty feet .

The first indication that a snake in the wild has sensed something approaching is usually the flicking of
the tongue. The tongue is part of the rattlesnake's sense of smell . A pair of pits in the roof of the mouth,
known as Jacobson's organs, serves as the receptors of smell . It is this that accounts for the snake's forked
tongue : the tips of the two forks fit into these pits . The snake flicks its tongue out and whips it through an
arc up and down. In effect . it is combing the air for scent particles . As the tongue picks up minute particles
of scent, it rapidly carries them back into its mouth and upward to the Jacobson's organs, where the organs
serve as an identifying link with the brain . The scent along with sight and sensitivity to vibration, aids the
rattler in identifying the approaching disturbance and identifies it as food or danger ,

The final and most remarkable, sensing ability of the rattlesnake rests in the two pits toward the end of its

snout . These were long the subject of speculation, and it was not until t931 that they were positively iden .

titied as heat seeking organs . It is these pits that give the rattlesnake its designation as a 'pit viper The

pits are temperature-differential receptors . That is, they identify the differences in temperature of objects in

(Continued to Page 5)
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I
the sraKe surroundings . They are so sensitive that the snake can sense as little as one third of a degree of

Pa^rennett These pits are located one on each side of the snakes head They not only identify an object of

different temperature but allows the snake to zero in on the precise location of the object in question . These

organs allow the rattlesnake to hunt and accurately strike prey in absolute darkness .

The keen specialized senses of the rattlesnake lead us to the most fascinating aspect of the rattlesnake

its bite The senses only locate the victim : the incidence of bite by the rattlesnake . The U .S . Public Health

Service combines the data on all venomous bites . but informed estimates put the number of rattlesnake

bites in the U .S . at around 1 .000. with perhaps thirty fatalities each year which account for 60 to 70°b of total

snake bite fatalities . So your chances of a rattlensake bite are relatively slim on a per-capita basis . But if

you spend much time in rattlesnake terrain, the odds will increase considerably .

Like all pit vipers . the rattlesnake has a series of small, solid teeth and two highly specialized fangs . The

fangs . hollowed like hypodermic needles . are folded back in sheaths at the roof of the mouth and fed from

poison sacs at their base . At the time of the bite the snake swings the fangs down and forward . and they are

slightly curved to provide leverage for maximum penetration into the body of the victim .

There are actually two different forms of rattlesnake bite . One is the true bite . occurring when the snake is
being held . or stepped on so that it cannot move its body freely . In this instance the snake simply opens its

jaws and bites the victim . clamping down as other animals might . But the snake has the unique ability of

swinging its fangs independent of one another . If one fang has trouble penetrating, as when it strikes bone,

the rattler can arc it forward or back to find an easier point of penetration .

The most famous method of delivering the venom is the strike . Actually a combination of a stabbing mo-

tion and a bite . It is awesome in its speed and effectiveness . The entire sequence, from coiled position to

strike and injection of venom and back to the coiled position can take place in as little as 1110 of a second .

High-speed cameras have shown clearly the following strike sequence .

The strike begins with a rapid straightening of the coils . The action is much what a person might use in
bending an index finger against the thumb . then suddenly releasing it to flick an object off a table top . As
the coils in the snakes body snap straight the head is thrust forward with lightening speed and accuracy .

The jaws are closed at the beginning of the strike . But as the head nears the target the upper jaw hinges
upward until it reaches a vertical position, or even past vertical . At the same time the lower jaw hinges
downward and the fangs swing forward . By the time the head reaches the target the jaws are open almost
180 degrees and the fangs are pointing almost straight forward .

When the target is struck the jaws begin pivoting back together . driving the curved fangs forward and
down into the victim . The actual "bite" may last no more than 1150 of a second . although in some cases the
rattlesnake may hold on for several seconds. Usually, however the snake releases its victim and immediate-
ly returns to the strike position, ready to hit again if necessary . As the head returns, the jaws close, coming
fully together before the snake gets back to position .

Normally the rattlesnake strikes its victim only once . And he even measures out the venom, knowing in-

stinctively the approximate dose necessary for the size of that particular prey . In the case of a victim like a

rabbit the snake makes no immediate effort to do anything more at the moment . He simply waits. giving the

venom time to work, then begins tracking, using his tongue to follow the scent particles along the trail .

When the rattlesnake reaches his victim he again uses his tongue to touch the victim to make sure he is im-

mobile . and determine the size and orientation of the body .

Snakes can swallow prey of surprising size, including animals several times the size of the snakes own
head, This is possible because of the unusual structure of the laws and arrangement of the solid teeth . The
rattlesnake's upper and lower jaws are hinged separately and can be moved a considerable distance apart .
Moreover. the two sides of the lower jar are flexibly attached to each other at the front and can be shifted
sideways and around the prey . The bones in the jaw are elastic, giving further possibilities of stretching . As
the victim begins to go down head first, the four sections of short teeth on the jaws begin to work in-
dependently : one section pulling and holding while a second section moves forward and begins to pull the
victim in . In short . the four sections of teeth 'ratchet' the victim down the throat while the throat and body
stretch to several times their normal size . The pressure of the jaws and throat squeezes the victim and con .
stricts him to make swallowing easier.

The venom of the rattlesnake does more than simply dispatch the prey : it helps digest him as well, And

this fact makes the venom doubly dangerous . The venom of a pit viper is a complex mixture of substances

having several different purposes . Despite the common belief that the venom of a rattlesnake 'attacks the

blood' and that of a coral snake "attacks the nervous system', the two venoms do both . although in varying

degrees . But they also do more . The venom of the rattlesnake is a combination of various proteins, with

smaller amounts of salts, carbohydrates . water . and microorganisms . Each of the components has a dif-

ferent effect on the body of the victim, There are neurotoxic elements that immediately begin attacking the
(Continued to Page E)
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Ce!Is of the central nervous system Hemorrhagins destroy the lining of the wails c' d ooc esse's 0 !nc,

constituents produce clots within blood vessels . while still others begin destroying red bioen cc-pusc~es

and cells of other tissues . Yet other elements slow coagulation of the blood and begin fern'er!'^g pocy

cells for digestion . And because a snakes mouth is a natural reservoir for bacteria, infection is immediately

introduced into the site . In fact, one of the common dangers of snakebite is the threat cf gangrene Ccuclec

with bacterial infection .

There is no one single set of symptoms universally present after a rattlesnake bite Differences arise

because of different allergic responses . psychological reaction, and even differences from one snake
specimen to another . But in general the following symptoms have been observed following rattlesnake bite
immediate . intense pain : swelling : weakness and giddiness : difficulty in breathing and swallowing . nausea,
hemorrhage : weak pulse or even heart failure : paralysis : unconsciousness : partial blindness .

First-aid treatment for snakebite has been widely publicized . But too little attention has been given to the

other side of this treatment : frequently the treatment proves more damaging than the bite In the first place .
a person suddenly struck by a snake somewhere in the woods is apt to believe . seeing only a dark-colored

mottled snake sliding off through the bushes . that it was automatically a rattlesnake It may nave been a

non-poisonous variety, which is also capable of inflicting a wound and may even leave the appearance of

two tang marks . Too-hasty incisions . usually done improperly, can damage nerves and blood vessels and in-

troduce a nasty infection. Tourniquets applied improperly frequently cause gangrene themselves .

Moreover, even actual rattlesnake strikes frequently do no infect venom Many so-called "miraculous

recoveries from rattlesnake bites have come about because the snake simply did not infect venom . either

because the venom was depleted or because the snake somehow knew the victim was too big . and so did

not waste its venom . This fact, too, accounts for the supposed success of certain old-fashioned remedies

for snakebite . The best treatment for snakebite is prompt, qualified medical care with anti-venom serum .

Only lacking that, and only with certainty that a poisonous bite has occurred, should anyone attempt treat

ment as drastic as incision . If medical attention is not too far away, then a simple snug tourniquet or ice

pack is sufficient emergency treatment .
The only sure relief for snakebite is to prevent it in the first place . And since you don't care to tangle with

a rattlesnake, take comfort in the fact that the rattlesnake does not want to tangle with you . His diet is mice,
rabbits, squirrels, birds, eggs, lizards, frogs, and other snakes, not humans . He strikes at a person only as a
last resort, when we come walking blindly upon him . But since his usual hunting habit is to lie still and wait
for prey, not to go seeking it, he may be waiting under that log or bush as we go stepping over . Common
sense and care, perhaps combined with a good pair of snake-proof boots or leggings . can keep us out of the
laws of C . adamanteus .

Finally, it is worth noting that a great many snakebites in the U .S . are what is known as "illegitimate
bites . That is, they occur while someone is handling a snake or attempting to catch or kill it, And the rattler .
like other poisonous snakes, has a little trick that has surprised more than one ignorant person trying to
chase it down . In attempting to escape a pursuer a rattler, coming upon cover like a log or animal burrow .
ducks its head in the cover and immediately turns the head back toward the pursuer to defend itself, even
before the rest of the body has been pulled inside . Thus the head can be at the opening of the burrow while
over half the body is still outside . A person chasing what he thinks is the tail of the rattlesnake may be runn-
ing right up to easy striking distance of the fangs .

NOTES ON THE DIAMONDBACK RATTLESNAK E

Ross Allen . Silver Springs, Florida : "Comparing the diamondback (C, adamanteus) with other rat-
tlesnakes I have handled, I find it, on the average, to be the most dangerous and most persistent striker of
all, The western diamondback (C. atrox) is the only close second . I have seen diamondbacks that would con-
tinue to rattle and strike at me dozens of times each day for a month . Like other snakes. their temperaments
and reactions vary, according to the snake and conditions ,

"If a diamondback has a chance to crawl away respectably, and hide from an intruder . he will do so, but it
approached, certain individuals will coil and rattle and blow and strike viciously . I have never known the
diamondback to attack, but have seen them strike with such force as to slide forward . I have seen diamond .
backs, after striking in vain and becoming discouraged, crawl away, nevertheless assuming a defensive
position as they crawled backwards or sideways into the brush . I can safely say that the eastern diamond
back rattlesnake, as a general rule, will stand his ground and fight rather than retreat or escape . "

STRIKING DISTANCE
The distance a rattlesnake can reach in its strike depends upon several conditions . such as the posture of

(Continued to Page 7)
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he snake . the terrain . and the snakes irritability Numerous observations have shown the snake able to

st e uc to ' e its length . but there are reports of snakes striking a distance equal to their lengths or even

sl,gnt y greater . A mature 4 or 5-foot rattlesnake will usually begin its strike with the head from 8 to 12 in .

ches off the ground . aiming slightly downward . However, the rattlesnake can strike straight up or in any

direction around with surprising speed . One recorded incident documents the strike of a 6-foot adamanreus

that went upward at a 45-degree angle and hit a man in the leg 22 inches above the ground - and above the

victim s snake-proof boots .

CLIMBIN G

Rattlesnakes seldom climb trees, but they are perfectly capable of doing so . Because of his stout body,
he cannot climb as swiftly as the more slender snakes . but numerous reports exist of rattlesnakes found in
trees . up to 15 feet above the ground . Rattlesnakes have also been found sprawled in the tops of low
bushes . Presumably . the snakes climb in a search for food : birds, eggs, lizards, etc .

SNAKEBIT E

Many cases of rattlesnake bites are thoroughly documented in medical literature . Following is a brief ac
count of an adamanreus bite inflicted on Ross Allen, struck in the side of the leg near the knee cap :

This was the worst snake bite in the history of the Reptile Institute. Due to the great quantity of venom
infected, different and heretofore undescribed symptoms were experienced . Twenty-five minutes after the
bite he could not walk and it was difficult to breathe . Every muscle of the body jumped and twitched
spasmodically, due to the neurotoxic effect of the venom . This continued for five days and was the most
dreadful and exhausting experience of any of his many injuries . The hemolytic effect of the venom caused
his right leg to swell and turn black from the ankle to hip . During the fourth and fifth days, which the doctor
said were the most critical, Ross was too weak to talk . The hemolytic effect also caused an anemic condi .
tion by the fourth day, in spite of four blood transfusions . On the sixth day, like a miracle . a marked improve-
ment was evident. "

CITIZENS NATIONA L
BANK

OF OPP
THANKS OPP JAYCEES FOR
25 YEARS OF RATTLESNAKE

RODEOS AND SERVICE TO THE

COMMUNITY .

MEMBER F.D .I .C .
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"DEAD" RATTLESNAKE S

Rattlesnakes remain dangerous long after they are supposedly oeao One mar as tiire^ c, a -at

tlesnake that had been cut into three pieces . the head segment was still able to strike and rite Ir se„c,es

made of decapitated rattlesnake heads . researchers have found the laws caoabie of openinq and c cs,nq at

the mere approach of an object . Numerous reports exist of persons bitten by a severed rattlesnake ^eac

and the body of a rattlesnake can strike at a touch up to several hours after supposed death In fact .

research has shown that even a decapitated snake retains a heartbeat for at least 24 hours and somktimes

for 48 hours or more .

FOO D

Eastern diamondbacks feed mainly on rabbits . squirrels, rats, and birds Their preferrec fcod is tie cot .

tontail rabbit . But they have been observed feeding on quail . woodpeckers . and. young turkeys A fun grcr.n

diamonback has no difficulty swallowing a large rabbit . Usually the rattler consumes his pre ; at the site ci

the kill . but they have been known to drag the victim back into the shade of a bush before commerc"g the

swallowing process .

CONCEALMEN T

Rattlesnakes are ideally colored and patterned to blend in with the typical surroundings of the coastal

plains . They prefer to lie in wait for their prey to pass by, rather than hunt . They usually lie near a place of

retreat, such as a burrow, log, or brush pile . If you suddenly hear a rattlesnake while walking through the

woods, don't panic . Stand perfectly still until you can locate the snake . The direction of sound may be

misleading, and if you try to escape blindly you may walk right into him . Remember that the rattle is his

method of letting you know that he is on the scene . so you can avoid him . Once you have him spotted . back

straight away . There is no convincing evidence that a rattlesnake will deliberately attack a human Rat-

tlesnake bites occur because people walk into the snake . not because the snake comes after people . But a
rattler on his own territory is a fairly confident animal . He will not go crawling off simply because he sense

your approach . Instead, he will usually hold his ground and depend on you to avoid him .

Dim/eu
FURNITURE COMPANY

'WS MASS roue MOOS, A MOM! '

L .B . JOHNSON, President
`Completely Decorated Room Settings For Your Shopping Convenience '

SELLING ONLY NATIONALLY KNOWN BRANDS IS YOUR GUARANTEE TO SATISFACTIO N

ALABAMA

'Opp 'Andalusia 'Monroeville 'Dothan 'Enterprise -Brewto n

FLORIDA

'Crestview 'DeFuniak Springs 'Fort Walton Beach 'Marianna 'Ouincy 'Panama City 'Pensacola 'Port Sr Joe
ETHAN ALLEN CARRIAGE HOUSES . -Pensacola 'Tallahassee -Fort Walton Florid a

Managers
OPP- Jane F . Martin - 493-3524

ANDALUSIA- Mike Bates - 222-7575
ENTERPRISE- Glenn Duncan - 347 .8198

DOTHAN- George Kirby - 794-4205
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OPP & MICOLAS
MILLS, INC.

MANUFACTURERS OF TEXTILES

Providing Job Opportunities In Our Area Since 1921

P.O . Box 70 - Opp, Alabam a

CONGRATULATIONS OPP JAYCEE S
PAST AND PRESENT FOR 25 YEARS OF RATTLESNAKE

RODEOS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE .

SNAKEBITE IN THE U.S .
Over 6 .000 cases of snakebite are treated annually by U .S . physicians. but deaths only average around 15

per year . The greatest number of bites is reported in Texas, around 1,000 anually . But on a per-capita basis

the rate is highest in North Carolina . Arizona . Texas, Georgia and Florida lead in the number of fatalities .

primarily from the rattlesnake .
In foreign countries snakebite is highest among adult males, but in the U.S. it is highest among children

and teenagers . Most persons are bitten within a mile of their homes . Comparatively few bites are reported

among hunters . campers . or swimmers. However . there have been several reports of water skiers bitten by

cottonmouths . The New York Metropolitan area reports around 10 snakebites each year . virtually all involy.

rig snake collectors, sideshow performers, and religious groups .

TOXICITY OF VENO M
The eastern diamondback rattlesnake accounts for many of the snakebite fatalities in the U .S . This is due

Ic Ire relative abundance of the diamondback . the toxicity of the venom, and the amount of venom produc-
ed However . in a contest of venom toxicity alone the diamondback would not even be in the running . The
table below shows approximate venom toxicity of several snakes of the world, beginning with the most tox-
ic The figures are expressed in milligrams : one ounce U .S . weight contains approximately 28 .000
milligrams

Snake Country Estimated Lethal Dose for

Beacec sea snare South Asian waters

Inc'a" gait India and Pakistan

Ausi-ai,an Drown snare Australia

Adult Human, in Milligrams
r, m g
2 to 3 mg
2 to 3 m g

Norm Amenca r

Cora, snake North America 410 5 mg

Bra.''i,ar attlesnake South America 10 mg

M1MOlare rattlesnake North America 10 to 14 mg

A$,ar cocra Asia 15 to 20 mg

S,cewrncer North America 40 to 50 mg

Eastern mamonooack North America 75 to 100 mg

Cctto^moutr moccas,r North America 100 to 150 mg

CccperneaC North America 150 mg or more
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SATURDAY
MARCH 3RD, 1984

Tentative Schedule Of Events
GATES OPEN 8 :00 A .M .

CHANNELL•LEE STADIU M

9:00- Parade (Downtown)
10 :00- Kick-Off Festivitie s

-Stadium • with Arts & Crafts Open
10 :05- Welcome & Introductio n
10:10- Band Starts
10 :45- Snake Show
11 :15- Snake Rac e

-First Hea t
11 :30- Bounty to Snake Hunters
11 :45- Karate Demonstration
12 :30- Snake Rac e

Second Heat
12 :45- World Championship

Buck Dance Contes t
& Guest "Clogger'• Groups

2:00- Introduce Queen & Court
2 :30- Snake Show
3 :00- Sky Divers

3 :30- Final Snake Race
3:45- Presentation to

"Snake Race" winne r
4 :00- Ala . High School Stock Rodeo

Opp Saddle Club Rodeo
7:30- Gospel Sing

-Opp High School Auditoriu m

-10 3541425
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SUNDAY
MARCH 4th, 198 4

Tentative Schedule Of Event s

GATES OPEN AT 12:00 NOON
CHANNELL-LEE STADIU M

12 :00 Noon- Gates Open
1 :00- Introduction & Welcome
1 :15- Snake Show
1 :30- Introduction of Queen & Court
2 :00- Rattler 100 Stock Car Race

South Alabama Motor Speedwa y

ARTS & CRAFTS
SHOW

Saturday, March 3rd
8:00 tii 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 4th
12:00 noon til 5 :00 p.m.

-113541426
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STATE OF ALABAMA

PROCLAMATIO N
BY THE GOVERNO R

WHEREAS, since 1959, the OFF JAYCEES have promoted and
sponsored the annual "Rattlesnake Rodeo" event held the first

week in March each year ; an d

WHEREAS, the rodeo attracts approximately 20 .000 visitors

from all 50 states and many foreign nations, an d

WHEREAS, the OPP JAYCEE RATTLESNAKE RODEO raises funds
for many charitable, scholastic, civic and community programs .

benefiting the citizens of the City of Opp and the State of
Alabama ; an d

WHEREAS, OPP JAYCEE RATTLESNAKE RODEO continues to grow
and bring pleasure, entertainment and other benefits to growing
numbers of Alabamians and honored guests, and at the same time,

to achieve national and international recognition and publicity
favorable to the City of Opp and to the State of Alabama : an d

WHEREAS, the 25th ANNUAL OPP JAYCEE RATTLESNAKE RODEO
has been scheduled for March 2 . 3, and 4, 1984, and will be
held in the City of Opp, Alabama on those date s

NOW . THEREFORE, I, George C . Wallace, Governor of the
State of Alabama, do hereby proclaim March 2, 3 . and 4, 1984
as

OPP JAYCEE ANNUAL RATTLESNAKE RODEO WEEK
SILVER ANNIVERSARY

in Alabama .

VERNOR

354142 7

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Sea! of
the State of Alabama t~, be
affixed by the Secretarc of
State at the State Capitol
in the City of Montgoeert
on this the 16th day of
February, 1984 .

-12-
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VENOM EFFECT ON HUMAN S
There is a wide range of symptoms from a rattlesnake bite, and not all of them may be evident in every

case . But the following are the most frequent reported symptoms .

PAIN The pain usually begins immediately, with great intensity . Victims report a fiery sensation around the
area of the bite . However, some victims repored little or no pain until considerable time had passed
SWELLING Virtually all reports describe a severe swelling, and this is considered one of the key diagnostic
signs of poisonous snakebite . The swelling usually begins rapidly, at the site of the bite . coupled with blue
or black discoloration of tissue as the venom breaks down the lining of blood vessels . The swelling gradual-
ly spreads toward the heart and can become so severe that the skin ruptures and splits. If the bite is in a
limb, swelling may reach the trunk of the body within 24 hours or less .
DIZZINESS Victims report weakness, giddiness, faintness, and even loss of consciousness . These are pro-
bably complicated by fright and shock . Nevertheless, this is one of the great dangers to a person who is
alone when bitten : he may find himself physically unable to seek help .
DIFFICULTY iN BREATHING This usually occurs rapidly . and may persist for a day . or even several days,
depending upon the severity of the bite and the promptness of teatment . It is frequently accompanied by a
numbness in part of the body, or even an entire side of the body .
HEMORRHAGE The wound frequently oozes fluid and blood because of the anticoagulant action of the
venom . In addition, bleeding may be evident from the mouth, nose, and internal organs .
CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS The pulse becomes very rapid, as much as twice the normal rate . and feeble
and erratic. There is usually a lowering of the blood pressure and the temperature . Severe anemia is general-
ly seen, and may last fora long period after the patient has otherwise recovered .
MISCELLANEOUS Rattlesnake bite frequently brings with it a range of nervous disturbances, including
temporary blindness, local paralysis, difficulty in swallowing, cold sweats, thirst, facial tics . and general
lack of coordination . In some cases these symptoms have persisted for up to two years after the bite .

Standard treatment for snakebite uses the "three A's" : antivenom, antitetanus, and antibiotics .
RECOMMENDED READIN G

RATTLESNAKES : Their Habits, Life Histories, and Influence on Mankind in two volumes . by Laurence M .
Klauber of California Press, published for the Zoological Society of San Diego, 1972 .

THE RATTLESNAKE'S NEIGHBOR S
Although the Opp Jaycees have tried to reduce the rattlesnake population in this area . it recognizes the

urgent need to support wildlife protection and conservation in general . For this reason the Club urges corn
pliance with state and Federal fish and game laws . and respect for our natural resources. Some neighbors
of the rattlesnake need our protection, and we hope the public will join in guarding the threatened animals
and plants of our state.

Rattlesnakes frequently hibernate in the burrow of the gopher tortoise . Gopherus polyphemus . This
animal is still fairly common in South Alabama, but his existence is now seriously threatened . Once plen-
tiful throughout the entire southeastern United States, his population has dwindled so that substantial
numbers now exist only in north-central Florida, Southern Georgia and Southern Alabama .

The gopher tortoise is one of only three true tortoises in the United States . With his shovel-like forelimbs
he digs a burrow up to 35 feet long and 10 feet deep . This burrow provides a refuge for over 40 species of
animals . The gopher tortoise has been protected by laws in South Carolina and Florida . This peaceful, plant .
eating animal has been around for 60 million years, but it will probably take the protection of man to save
him from extinction now .

Another threatened animal found in rattlesnake country is the eastern indigo snake . Drymarchon corais
coupes . This snake is found only in parts of Florida, Alabama and the Georgia Coastal Plain, and his
numbers are declining . He is protected by both state and federal laws. Because the indigo snake is a large .
slow-moving snake, he is frequently killed by people who automatically kill any snake . This is a double
tragedy, because the indigo is not only a beautiful and rare animal, he is a natural enemy of the rattlesnake
Auburn University has re-stocking projects underway at the present time .

The Florida Pine Snake, Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus, is another frequent victim of man . Found only
in the Coastal Plains of the southeastern states, he feeds on such small mammals as rats and mice . But he
is a large snake, up to 7 feet long, with dark blotches and an appearance that some people confuse with the
rattlesnake. When disturbed he pulls himself up into a defensive posture and hisses loudly . But he is
harmless to man and a valuable part of Alabama's outdoor life .

Another neighbor of the rattlesnake is the gopher frog, Rana areolata . This little creature, with a large
head and a plump body, is about 4 inches long and commonly lives in the gopher tortoise burrow . He is
found in the lower and middle coastal plains of Georgia . He breeds in ponds and his call, which sounds lik e
a deep snore . can be heard up to a quarter-mile away.

-13-
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

OPP, ALABAMA

P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, the Jaycee Club of Opp, Alabama, has through its
indefatigible effort since 1959 elevated the Eastern Diamond-back
Rattlesnake to a high level of interest throughout the nation by
the establishment of the Opp Jaycee Rattlesnake Rodeo as an annual
event held every March in Opp, Alabama ; and

WHEREAS, the Jaycee Club of Opp, Alabama, has invited and

hosted in Opp, Alabama, as many as 20,000 spectators and participants

from all states and many nations to attend and enjoy the Opp Jaycee

Rattlesnake Rodeo ; and

WHEREAS, the Opp Jaycee Rattlesnake Rodeo has raised a
considerable amount of money which has been donated and granted to
many charitable, scholastic, civic and other projects and programs
benefiting the citizens of the City of Opp and the State of Alabama ;

and

WHEREAS, the Opp Jaycee Rattlesnake Rodeo continues to grow
and to bring pleasure, entertainment and other benefits to growing
numbers of Alabamians and visitors, and, at the same time, to achieve
national and international recognition and publicity favorable to the
City of Opp and to the State of Alabama ; an d

WHEREAS, the Twenty-fifth Annual Opp Jaycee Rattlesnake

Rodeo has been scheduled for March 3-4, 1984, and will be the Silver

Anniversary Celebration for this event in the City of Opp, Alabama :

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Malcom L . Senn, Sr ., Mayor of the City

of Opp, Alabama, do hereby proclaim the first week in March a s

OPP JAYCEE RATTLESNAKE RODEO WEE K

in Opp, Alabama .

ATTEST :

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of this
city of be affixed on this
the 15th day of February,
1984 .

MAYOR /

354142 9
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OPP
MOTOR
LODG E

50 Deluxe Rooms
Phone (205) 493-355 1

Hwy 331 South • Opp, Afabomo

'All Motor Credit Cards

Accepted

Direct Dial Phone

Color Cable TV

-Air Conditioned

'Restaurant Nearby

Open 14 Hrs .

Swimming Pool

'Complementary Coffee

'Live Entertainment

In Adjoining Lounge

Four Sons Club

For an enjoyable evening - Visi t

FOUR SON'S
CLU B

'Fine Beverage s
Live Bond 6 Nights a Week

'Open from 4 p .m . ti t
'Giant Screen T V

'Adjoinin g
OPP MOTOR LODGE
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THE OFFICIAL SOFT

DRINK OF THE

25TH OPP
RATTLESNAKE RODE O
Congratulations Opp Jaycees on 25 yeas c1

Rattlesnake Rodeos and nationa promo on c'

Opp . Covington County, and th e

State of Alabama.

ANDALUSIA
COCA-COLA
BOTTLING CO.
Andalusia, Alabam a

OPP RATTLESNAKE RODEO HISTOR Y
By George Johnson and Jerry Kirkland

Diamondback rattlesnakes have been rattlin' their rattlers since the beginning of time to attract attention

And that's exactly what they have done in South Alabama in the County of Covington and more specifically

in the City of Opp . They have been getting attention! The first weekend in March is a magic time for

thousands of people who make their way to Opp for its annual Opp Jaycee Rattlesnake Rodeo .

Granddaddy of the Rattlesnake Hunters
J .P Jones . who has the honor of being the 'Granddaddy' of the Opp Rattlesnake Rodeo, envolved

the Opp Jaycees in the rattlesnake endeavor in 1959 . Previously, he had displayed rattlesnakes at his

Park more Restaurant which also sported a small zoo . In the zoo was a "friendly" bear who would wrestle Mr .

Jones or a volunteer from within the circle of watchers . He mostly wrestled with J .P . There were very few

volunteers to "wrestle" the bear.

Jaycees Welcome a Chance for Actio n
Mr Jones said that he worked for years trying to find a organization that would work with him to rid

Covington County of the dreaded menace, the rattlesnake . He couldn't have found a more supportive group

The Opp Jaycees were young in age and inquisitive in nature . The snakes. like the mountains in some areas

to be climbed, were out there and this was a new experience and challenge to match their eagerness .

Jim Williams was president of the Jaycees at the time and Fletcher Rodgers was made chairman of Opp s

first rattlesnake Rodeo . Dr. R .E. Howell, an Optometrist and rattlesnake authority from Geneva County .

presented a program to the Jaycees and assisted in setting up the procedures its first rattlesnake rodeo .
For the 1959 effort 44 rattlesnakes were turned in . the largest weighing 8' : lbs

It was done this way
Once the project was accepted the hunters of snakes took to the woods seeking its goal . the diamond .

back rattlesnake . Sometimes hunters went in groups of a dozen, it was more fun that way, and sometimes

as individual hunters . Prizes were offered . For the largest number of snakes Eastern DiamondbacF rattlers

there was a prize . Heaviest Eastern Diamondback Rattler retriever would also get a cash prize The money
(Continued to Page 17)
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,as :-CC and the challenge even more exciting .

I^ the beginning the hunting was simple Just take an orange which has been filled with gasoline and roll

coven in a gopher hole, the abode also of the rattlesnake . Or take a teaspoonful of gasoline and pour it

Down a length of garden hose which has been placed in the gopher hole . listen for the rattle and get out of

the way The fumes will drive the snake out of its burrow and onto the ground surface . Then carefully . very

carefully, take snake hook and secure the snake lust behind the head to the ground . pick him up and dump

rim in your duffell bag or other safe container .

Environmentalists step i n
The environmentalist will not go along with the gasoline system today saying that other species of wildlife

were being destroyed in the process . Today . the hunter has to dig up the snakes by means of a shovel . Of

course the hunter wants to make sure that snake is in the hole before he does the digging . This can be

ascertained by a probing garden hose inserted into the gopher hole . Its rattle will let the hunter know that he

is there and has been distributed . Environmentalists are mainly interested in protecting Indigo Snakes .

Gopher Crickets and Terrapin Gophers . At the present time they are in plenteous supply . but the concern be .

ing present, hunters abide by the rules . Dispite the annual harvesting . Diamondback Rattlesnakes elude the

searchers and continue to survive in abundance .

Lure of the Wild
The lure of the snake hunt is great . It's the call of the wild to grown, bearded men . It's the frontier to the ci-

ty man . atop a fine horse, deadhead mule or striding through a briar patch while tearing fashion leans to

shreads . Its a restless husband spending three weeks in the woods drinking black coffee and eating burnt

bacon and smelling like a pole cat and sleeping on rocks and twigs at night while his soft bed in an air .

conditioned room lies unrumpled at home . and his wife worries about his health . It's bugs and ants biting

and chewing- and the rain falling in the face - and it's fun !

And its beautiful girl s
A festival of any kind is incomplete without beautiful girls . and throughout the celebration, the Rat-

tlesnake Rodeo has had its fair share of beauty . 1965 was the beginning with the first queen bung Patricia

Dillard of Opp . followed by another Opp girl in 1966 . Dianne Eiland.

Continuing the listing of Opp Rattlesnake Queens : 1967 . Rita Thomas - Blakely . Ga . : 1968 . Nelda Mathews
Dothan, 1969 : Dianne Nelson - Crestview . Fla .. 1970 . Cathy Renfro - Montgomery : 1971 . Jo Ann VJUiams
Milton . Fla . . 1972 . Faye Allen ~ Tallapoosa . Ga, : 1973, Glenda Gail Kelly . Elba: 1974, Beth Little - Andalusia .

1975 . Diane Adams - Troy : 1976. Jan Scofield - Opp : 1977 . Cindy Anderson - Daleville: 1978 . Gina Phillips
.Occ 1979 . Lynn Whitehurst - Elba : 1980 . Deborah Williams - Daleville : 1981 . Panda Kelsoe - Brantley . 1982 .
Lessee Canter . Bessemer and 1983, Wanda Gillman - Defunlak Springs . Fla. Winners receive a 51,000
scholarship to the college of her choice .

Prize for the smallest snake
Six weeks of bad weather almost wrecked the rodeo activities in 1960 . 44 snakes were turning in John A .

Burgess wan a $5 .00 prize for turning in the smallest diamondback rattler .

Rodeo almost comes to a standstil l
1961 . 1962 and 1963 were the lean years with practically no organized activities going on . J .P. Jones kept

t^e merest on hold with his displays at the Parkmore Restaurant .
A shot in the ar m

1964 brought a brand new beginning . Cliff Kersey was president of the Jaycees and J .P. Jones was chair .
a^ of the Jaycees new revitalized rattlesnake rodeo . With these two men in charge everything was on

TGo This was the first year for the Jaycees to cook rattlesnake meat at the Parkmore Restaurant on
i- gha.ay 331 South .

Eat Rattlesnake Meat! You gotta be kidding
To eat rattlesnake meat was the daring thing to do . It suddenly become the in-thing . 'If you will, I will'

.,.as neard throughout the crowds watching the popular Jaycees cooking the new treat . Everyone had his
r.vr idea as to how it tasted . The Jaycees liked to hear tasters say .' It's just like good ole crunchy southern
1',eC chicken . ' Some tasters didn't agree with this assessment but the small portions went like the prover .
bias hotcakes . There was never enough to satisfy the demands .
Horseback rattlesnake huntin g

1965 was the year that the smarter snake hunters started searching for the snakes on horseback Largest
snake taken was 10 and one-quarter pounds . Captain DeLoach Jordan of the 324th Special War Force
Center from Ft . Braggs . South Carolina and a group came and put on a demonstration about snakes and the
reptiles were taken back to the center to be used in jungle warfare training .

This was the year that the beauty pageant became a vital part of the rattlesnake rodeo ,
lContinu•d to Page 181
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11 Lbs . Snak e
1966 saw the biggest rattlesnake turned in up to that time . an eleven pounder 175 snakes were narvestec

Mr J .O . Churchill of Samson . Alabama brought in 9 snakes. bringing his total up to 345 diamondback rat

tlesnakes turned in during the life of rattlesnake rodeos . He was 89 years old at the time .

National Media Attention
1967 was the year that national media services got into the act . Some environmentalists and ecologist s

criticized the events saying that the rattlesnakes were being eliminated from the area . but the rattlesnakes

lust kept multiplying and being more plentiful each year .
On January 19, 1967 someone raided the snake pens and stole "Big Daddy" a eleven and three-quarter

pound diamondback and some other snakes, but they got "Big Daddy" at night and with no lights o n

A national wire service listed the action as the most stupid theft ever done among block headed idiots

Over 200 snakes were turned in that year . a record for the event . A credit to president Billy Johnson and a

fine group of Jaycees .

Opp Merchants get into the act
1968 saw the city merchants starting to assist with the rattlesnake rodeo . Mrs . Virginia Benton was chair-

man of the Retail Merchants Association . Snake activities were brought into town . This was the year of the

first snake race . Rapid Rattler no. 1, owned and operated . maybe pushed, by WAMI Radio won the race . This

race was the idea of Opp News publisher Robert Burgess . The Gopher Hole Golf Tournament was begun .

The Archery tournament along with square dancing were popular. Over 220 snakes were registered . the

largest being eleven and three-quarter pounds .

Most Snakes
1969 was the event of 375 rattlesnakes turned in for the rodeo . Andy Anderson was president of the

Jaycees : he later became a state officer for Jaycees .

(Continued to Page 19)

CONGRATULATIONS OPP JAYCEES ON YOUR
SILVER ANNIVERSARY OF TH E

OPP JAYCEE RATTLESNAKE RODEO

ROY'S LOUNGE
AND PACKAGE STOR E

HIGHWAY 134 EAST OF OP P
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Southeast Alabama
Gas District

"Progress Through Service"

CONGRATULATIONS OPP JAYCEES ON THE 25 YEARS OF "PROGRESS" WITH THE
RATTLESNAKE RODEO AND "SERVICE" TO THE CITY OF OPP, COVINGTON COUNTY

AND THE GREAT STATE OF ALABAMA .

Miss Canada comes to Op p
1970 was the year of big exposure . President Billy Scofield arranged for Miss Canada, beauty queen . to

visit the rattlesnake rodeo in her royal capacity . Some Japanese movie makers were on hand with cameras
rolling . Brother Lucifer, snake entry of Opp Motor Lodge . won the snake race . Over 250 snakes were turned
, n for prizes .

Omar, the Snakeman
1971 saw Tommy Cowden . the famous Omar the Snakeman . buried alive under dozens of live rattlesnakes

for people to view . He was a crowd pleaser . Jack smith was president and a new super snake handler . The
first year that over 100 girls enter the beauty pageant . "Little Earl" won the snake race for Jones' Men Shop .

Over 200 Pounds of Cooked Rattlenake sol d
1972 began the leadership of Jerry Kirkland with master of ceremonies potential abilities made known .

Jerry was president of the Jaycees and initiated the World Championship Buck Dance Contest this year .
The snake race was won by "Big Diamond" from Covington Jewelers .

The Big Sno w
1973 was the year of the snow in Opp . the most Opp had seen in 100 years . Despite the adverse weather

over 200 snakes were turned in . Kenneth Benton, as president of the Jaycees . saw a new snake trailer built
and everything moved to town, the football stadium and the Four U Service Station . Winner of the snake
race was "Ready Cash" for Citizens National Bank .

12 Pounder
1974 brought in the additional attraction of the Rattler 100 Car Race at South Alabama Motor Speedway .

A twelve-pound rattler was brought in . "Honest Pete' the entrant of Farmers IGA Foodliner won the snake
race . Paul Smith was president of the Jaycees .
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DEE WYAT T
1975 saw the rodeo being dedicated to Little Dee Wyatt . 4 year old son of Carroll and Mary Chaves VJyaL

Dee was struck down by a rattlesnake in his own yard after chasing a ball into the bushe s

The Golf Tournament was dedicated to the late Johnny Boles .

Gerald Martin was president of the Opp Jaycees; and Doc Walls. expert snake handler, demonstrated the art

of snake handling with the "King Cobra ." Doc was famous for his "Kiss of Death" with the Cobra .

Football star, Tommy Nevils . from the New England Patriots was in attendance .

Also m 1975 the Opp "Rattlesnake Rodeo" was listed in the top tourist attractions nationally in February
and March .

ARTS AND CRAFT S
1976 • introduced arts and crafts to the annual rodeo . Don Childre was president : and the snake race wa s
won by 'Mighty Vitamin" . entered by Clemons Drug Store .

"WEDDING BELLS FOR OMAR "
1977 brought the wedding ceremony for Tommy Cowden (Omar the Snake Man) and Geneva Webb . However,
the preacher would not conduct the ceremony within the "Snake Pita' This was Omar s farewell to snake
handling . I guess he finally got struck by something a little more powerful than snakes . Oh yes . there were
over 275 snakes turned in this year .

"LARGEST SNAKE"
1978 found the largest rattler yet to be turned in to the rodeo . A twelve and three quarter pounder was

entered . Paul Wise was president of the Jaycees .

"WASHINGTON D .C . WANTS SNAKE VENOM "
1979 saw Paul Wise continuing his roll as president . Washington . D .C . sent officials to Opp, AL to collect
rattlesnake venom for medical research purposes . This also was the only year in which the 'Rattlesnake
Rodeo" had to be postponed a week down the road due to inclement weather . The next weekend was great
and the rodeo continued its success .

"TV'S REAL PEOPLE SHOW UP "
1980 elevated Johnny Wayne Stair to president of the Opp Jaycees and the popular TV show . ''Real People

checked on the rodeo activities . Over 200 rattlesnakes were turned in again this yea r

"P .M. MAGAZINE FOCUSES ON US"
1981 puts P.M . Magazine personnel in Opp, AL to film the celebration, Each year since then a show has been
filmed for viewing by the P .M . Magazine audience . This year Kenny Wood served as president .

"RATTLESNAKE 100 NASCAR STOCK CAR RACE "
1962 brings a new activity to the rodeo . The South Alabama Motor Speedway, located between Opp and
Kinston, took on big names in stock car racing . Ronnie Sanders was winner of that Sunday's stock car race .
Jay Mikel took over as president this year . Mayor Emory Folmar, of Montgomery, was beauty pageant M .C .
over 87 entries .

"RODEO GAINS IN PROMINENCE "
1983 • The "Rattlesnake Rodeo" began to make giant strides toward estabishing even greater recognition .
The rodeo was no longer lust a stadium event . To rodeo week was added "Press Night" by Robert Booth A
gospel sing headlining "Wendy Bagwell and the Sunlighters" was begun, The largest group of arts and
crafts to ever attend lined the stadium . The snake race was won by "Wet Ink' , who was entered by "The Opp
News," 1983 found the first CPG (Chairman's Planning Guide) to be written by the Opp Jaycees, and submit,
ted for statewide competition . The Opp Jaycees won 2nd place in the judging Great for first year competi .
tion . Jay Mikel served as chapter president and Kenn Howell served as Rattlesnake Rodeo chairma n

1983 also produced the largest rattlesnake ever turned in to the Opp Jaycees . A record of 13 pounds and 8
ounces of rattler was turned in and has his picture on the cover of this program .

In 1983 a bill was introduced into legislation to exempt the Opp Jaycees from paying taxes on money we

(Continued to Pigs 21 )
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earn lrom the rodeo and spend on underprivileged children and continued education Senator Crum Foshee

and Representative Seth Hammett introduced the bill and it was passed and became law with no opposr

hon

"AND THE BEST GOES ON - THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY IS HERE"

1984 will find the Silver Anniversary of the Rattlesnake Rodeo taking place . More and bigger events are
scheduled for this year. So big, and so popular, that Mayor Malcolm Senn of Opp, Alabama and Governor
George Wallace have jointly declared the first week in March as "Opp Rattlesnake Rodeo Week" This is an
honor bestowed upon the Opp Jaycees for 25 years of entertainment with the rodeo . service to the com-
munity, and development of young men and women into future leaders of our nation .

The snake handlers get better each year . The events of rodeo week get bigger and the word of the 'Rat-
tlesnake Rodeo" in Opp, AL and its great people still continue to grow and spred . Each year more and more
guests from all over the United States and several foreign nations appear in Opp . Alabama the first week in
March for the Opp Jaycees Annual "Rattlesnake Rodeo ." We, the Opp Jaycees, and the City of Opp,
welcome you to our 25th rodeo, and hope you will do us the honor of returning next year for our 26th annual
"Opp Jaycees Rattlesnake Rodeo ."

Have fun, come back to see us .
And God bless you one and all .

THE OPP JAYCEE S

Congratulations Opp Jaycees on
25 years of signs of progress with

the "Rattlesnake Rodeo" and
service to the community .

THE
SIGN STOR E

108 Covington Ave . - Opp . Al • 493 .9019

SIGNS
•Plastic 'Wood "Electric 'Metal 'Silk Scree n

SILK SCREEN
T•Shirts 'Jerseys 'Caps
'Exclusive Printers for

Opp Jaycees Rattlesnake Rode o

Any Type Sign Work
Office 493 .9019 • Home 493.4964

Silk Screened Rattlesnake Rodeo shirts
and caps are available from us

throughout the year.

Congratulations Opp Jaycees past and pre-
sent for 25 years of Rattlesnake Rodeo and
community service .
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1984 OPP JAYCEES
SILVER ANNIVERSARY
RATTLESNAKE RODEO

COMMITTE E

Standing • Left to right - Jay Mikel, Lamar Holliford, Dave Lummas. Ronnie
Mallory, Randy Brown, Olin Harden (nearly hidden) . Lex Colquett . Rev . Jerry
Kirkland, George Whitten, Therrell Wise, Ronald Hall, Paul Wise, Robert Booth,
Buddy Wise, Kenn Howell and his daugher Magen, Mike Bowman, Grant Dozier,
James Hall, Dennis Cunningham. Gary Brooks, and Jerry Hartzog .

Ladies - Left to right - Jane Davis, Gail Mallory, Mrs . Lamar Holliford, T .D . Lum-
mas, Mrs . Randy Brown, Dr. Faith Howell, Dianne Whitten, Patti Hartzog, Jackie
Bowman, and daughter Nickki, Ladonna Wise, and Cathy Mikel .

Jaycees working on the rodeo not pictured : Auston Davis, Ed Bess, Don Childre .
Larry Davis, Mike Gent, Billy Scofield, Tommy Wood, George Johnson . Carol
Childre, Teresa Harden, Polly Benton, and Pam Northey.
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FOlii'O N
ANY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
INTERESTED IN JOINING THE

A .H .S .R .A .
CALL

205-493-9562

EVENTS
*Saddle Bronc Riding
*Bull Riding
*Goat Tying
*Team Roping
*Breakaway Roping
*Bareback Bronc Riding
*Barrel Racin g
*Steer Wrestling
*Calf Roping
*Cutting

'Follow the signs from the stadium to arena '

4:00 P .M . - Saturday, March 3, 1984
Opp Saddle Club Arena

National High School Rodeo Associatio n

COMPLIMENTS OF

H .D. EDGAR TRUCKING COMPAN Y
(205) 493-6843 or (205) 493-684 7

I

OPP, ALABAM A
Congratulations to the Opp Jaycees and their wives on 25 years of growing success

with the Rattlesnake Rodeo
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Congratulations on 25 years of success with your Opp Jaycees Rattlesnake Rodeo

ANDALUSIA MILLS
A Division of Amoco Fabrics Company

World's Leading Producer of Woven Polypropylene Fabrics
And Polypropylene Fibers . Makers of Morque'sa Lano "
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